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village which has been struck by lightning are supposed to
be infected with a dangerous virus, which they might com-
municate to their neighbours; and the vaccination is
intended to disinfect them as well as to protect them
against the recurrence of a like calamity. Young Carib
warriors used to be inoculated for the purpose of making
them brave and hardy. Some time before the ceremony
the lad who was to be operated on caught a bird of prey
of a particular sort and kept it in captivity till the day
appointed. When the time was come and friends had
assembled to witness the ceremony, the father of the boy
seized the bird by its legs and crushed its head by beating
it on the head of his son, who dared not wince under the
rain of blows that nearly stunned him. Next the father
bruised and pounded the bird's flesh, and steeped it in water
together with a certain spice; after which he scored and
slashed his son's body in all directions, washed his
wounds with the decoction, and gave him the bird's heart
to eat, in order, as it was said, that he might be the
braver for it.1

Some              It  is   not   always   deemed   necessary   either   that   the

attempt to  mystical substance should be swallowed by the communi-
acqmrethe cant,  or  that he  should  receive   it  by  the   more   painful
aruTmentai process of scarification and inoculation.    Sometimes   it is
qualities of thought  enough  merely  to  smear or  anoint  him  with it.
anointing7 Among some of the  Australian  blacks  it  used   to  be   a
themselves common practice to kill a man, cut out his caul-fat, and
remains,     rub themselves with it, in the belief that all the qualities,
both   physical   and  mental,   which   had   distinguished   the
original owner of the fat, were thus communicated by its
means to the person who greased  himself with  it2    The
Kamilaroi tribe of New South Wales sometimes deposited
their dead on the forks of trees, and lighting fires under-
neath caught the fat as it dropped ; for they hoped   with
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